
2016 LEADERS INDUCTED 

By Emil Decker, Editor.  The 2016 swearing in of the new officers of the 

Robert Forsyth Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution took 

place at Tamôs Backstage in Cumming on January 9, 2016.    The Head 

Table was piped in by The Honorable John Mortison. President Thomas 

Davis called the meeting to order,  with an Invocation provided by  

Chaplain Mike Jones.  Sergeant-at-Arms Ed Hooper led the assembled 

in the Pledge of Allegiance,  followed by Georgia Society President 

Thomas Owen leading all in the Pledge of the SAR.  The Chaplain 

blessed the meal and the  delicious fare from Tamôs Chefs was consumed 

with relish.  

The program began with President Davis providing the 2015 report (Ed. 

see page 3).  Chairman of the Youth Awards, Edward Rigel Jr. presented 

the certificates, followed by President Davis presenting the Chapter 

Awards and then his Outgoing Remarks. 

Officers for the coming year  were called  forward and installed  by  

Georgia  Society  President  Owen.   Following  his  installation  as  Presi-

dent, Edward Rigel Jr. gave his Presidentôs Comments  (Ed. see side bar).    

and introduced our Guest Speaker.    

                .                                                                                         .                                                                 
(Banquet continued on page 3) 
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The Rising Son Challenge 
By Edward P. Rigel, Jr. 

[Upon swearing in,  Compatriot Rigel gave  his 
Induction Speech.  Below is  an  edited version of 
that speech. Ed.] 
 

It is an honor and a privilege to stand 

before you tonight as the new  

President of the Robert Forsyth Chap-

ter. How many Chapters can say that in 

their first two years of existence they 

have been the recipient of some of the 

State and National awards that we 

have received?   

 

During the year, we received the Carl F. 

Bessent award for best newsletter, and 

were one of only two Chapters in the 

state recognized for contributing to the 

Patriot Biography initiative.  That initi-

ative is ongoing and the Chapter can 

continue to submit biographies to earn 

additional stars to decorate our  

streamer. 

(continued on page 2) 
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2016  Officers of the Robert Forsyth Chapter of the SAR are called to be inducted. 
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When I was elected Vice-President last year, I started thinking 

about what I wanted to accomplish. On the SAR Facebook 

group a post described the chair that General George Wash-

ington sat in during the Constitutional Convention of 1787.  

That chair featured a carved sun as the headrest.  Benjamin 

Franklin said "I have often looked at that behind the president 

without being able to tell whether it was rising or setting.  But 

now I ... know that it is a rising...sun."  The Compatriot who 

posted this came up with the  Rising Son, S.O.N., Challenge.  

He had three goals, and I feel those goals are applicable to our 

Chapter as well. 
        

S: Support the President Generalõs Initiatives. The Chapter 
has recognized winners in the Eagle Scout Contest, the Knight 

Essay Contest, the ROTC Outstanding Cadet, and the Bro-

chure Contests.  While participation in four of the eight con-

tests, we have the opportunity to greatly increase the number 

of entries in those contests.   Our primary goal should be to 

raise awareness of these contests through continued outreach 

to schools and Boy Scout troops.   
           

O: Offer assistance to a Committee. There are several at the 

Chapter level where we would like to see increased participa-

tion from the Membership at large. Too often the problem is 

twenty percent of the members do eighty percent of the work.  

President General Lawrence also wants to increase participa-

tion at a National level. There are 55 National committees, and 

while participation on some of those is restricted, there are 

plenty who are looking for a few good Compatriots. There are 

committees at the State level looking for new Compatriots. 

Like Chapter committees, State committees need help and they 

welcome any assistance you can offer.  
           

 

2016 President Edward P. Rigel, Jr. takes the Oath of Office 
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Editorõs Note:  
Thank you for the confidence you have shown 

by electing me as your editor for The Marshal.  I 

have looked at other newsletters and can say 

that ours is equal to the best of them. Perhaps 

this year we can set a new standard for them to 

follow.  To do this, I need your help.  Articles 

about your patriot, events you participated in,  

photos, history, and general interest stories can 

only be published if you send them in.  This is 

the 6th Issue,  since Fall of 2013.  It is my inten-

tion to have triannual issues each year.  The first 

edition will be published in Feb. with a submis-

sion date of Jan. 25.  Subsequent issues will be 

posted in Jun. (submissions due May 25,) and 

Oct. (submissions due by Sep. 25) each year. 

Special Editions are possible if enough content 

is provided.   Recommendations  cheerfully  

accepted. 

н 

          

N: Net one new member. Membership retention and growth 

is an issue we deal with at all levels. State Registrar Bob Sapp  

challenged all members to earn the Liberty Medal, which is 

given for recruiting and signing up ten new members.  That is 

certainly ambitious. I issue the challenge of one new member 

per Compatriot. When I give my year in review at this time 

next year,  I  hope to be  able to report a  membership that  

doubled.   

            

Finally, Patriot grave markings. I received the 2016 Color 

Guard schedule which listed a Grave Marking in Hall County, 

sponsored by the Lyman Hall and Robert Forsyth Chapters.   

This will be for the ancestor of our own Compatriots James, 

Phil, Jonathan, and Stephen Henderson.  The marking will be 

held on April 30,  and you are all encouraged to attend as we 

honor the service of Patriot Robert Henderson.  Compatriot 

Chris Russo has identified another Patriot grave in Hall Coun-

ty and efforts to restore the site and arrange a marking will 

soon be underway.  I hope we will be able to sponsor a second 

marking by the end of the year.   

 

The Hendersons are also working on marking 28 Patriot 

Graves in South Carolina. 

           

Thank you for the opportunity to serve the Robert Forsyth 

Chapter. I look forward to working with you as we continue to 

grow what I believe is the best Chapter in the Georgia Society. 

Thank you.  

 

Edward P. Rigel, Jr. 



 Tamôs Backstage is located within the 1923 
Cumming Public School, a structure named to 
the National Register in 2000. It also houses 
"The Historical Society of Forsyth" County, 
"The Col. Hiram Parks Bell Center for Southern 
History and Genealogical Research" and a per-
forming arts venue, "The Cumming Playhouse". 

Georgia Society President Thomas Owen entertained the assem-

bled compatriots and guest  with a detailed  explanation of how 

the Battle of Kettle Creek was fought.  Benediction  by Chaplain 

John Flikeid and Recessional by Sergeant-at-Arms Hooper led to 

the adjournment by President Edward Rigel, Jr. and we were 

piped out again by the Honorable John Mortison. 

BANQUET   (CONTINUED) 

PHOTOS FROM THE 2016 MEETING AND BANQUET 
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Above:  Excellent food and great company was enjoyed by all who attended 
Left:   The Honorable John Mortison, Piper extraordinaire.  
Below:  Cumming Public School Buildingôs  Banquet Rooms were decorated in theatrical 
themes of A Midsummerôs Night Dream and Phantom of the Opera. 

Ga. Society Pres. Thomas M. Owen   
presents ñKettle CreekðHistory and 
Celebrationò 


